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. 2GREENENERGYOPTION
© (From left) Energy Commission chairman Datuk Ahmad Fauzi -
Hasan, Energy, Science, Technology, Environment and Climate

Change Ministry (Mestecc) deputy’secretary-general Noor Aﬁfai'!

Abdul Razak, Mestecc Minister Yeo Bee Yin, Tenaga Nasional
Bhd (TNB) chairman Tan Sri Leo Moggie and TNB president/chief
executive officer Amir Hamzah Azizan launching the myGreen+
and Malaysian Green Attribute Tracking System (mGATS) at the
10th International Greentech & Eco Products Exhibitions &
Conference Malaysia (IGEM 2019). myGreen+ provides consum-
ers with the option to subscribe to green energy — electricity
generated from renewable energy sources — from RM8 monthly
- orin blocks of 100kWh for 8sen per kWh. Meanwhile, mGATS i
- aplatform that allows renewable energy generators, retailers ang
cus s to purchase a ble energy certificate easily. -
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Villagers cry ‘fowl’ over poIIuted water

Segari V|I|agers set to flght back after havmg had enough»of ﬂles and stlnk

By ILI AQILAH
TmhhMmm

Veterl’nu'y

Ismail Ibrahim, 53, said if no
action were taken by the state, they
would seek counsel.

'Wem!gh{hgtalawyermmme
this issue where we plan to sue
inclu ‘poul-

dvefrmnﬂledepnmnmthadwaht
ed them to write a new report
theirs was i
“We are inted. Itis neither ;
easy nor cheap for us to come all the  Kicking up a stink: A villager
way from Segari to Ipoh just to (above) showing a sample of the
report this complaint but now we foul-smell water taken from a
have to prepare all the documents polluted trench.

ent | consider  companies ﬁnnamd gﬁvemment Very! ; ) z voices needs to be heard,” he said. shutﬂngda’wn‘ﬂieﬁmasmodn&
setting up a special task force to  guidelines, he flies and the foul-smelling Sahabat Alam Malaysia field SR e
handle this matter but can’t promise m]une,vmngels-ﬂnmw water directly affect about 500 vil- officer Meor Razak Meor Abdul 'me villagers have tried dmr
ything ' he told in Sega the lagers from four villages in Segari. ~Rahman who accompanied the vil-  best to solve this matter and it is
at]a]mS\ﬂmnAzlanshahyéster- meswueduetotheeonglrdnmed anﬂv?ﬂwhhmﬁmw lag:r; ameeungwashem;«‘:l; thelrrisht.lfﬂuydwanat.n:lomme
g waterstmplynnmnear poultry  house, beforehand to  inJi hetween e villagers responsible agencies compa-
Im\aﬂsaidﬂwyhadbeend farms. check if the flies are still there. to find a solution. nies,” he said.
with this matter for years now The alsoall&gedmatﬂxe “Some nearby food vendors are "Duﬁng the meeting, the district When contacted, State Public
had expressed their concerns tosev-  dark and -mm\lim also affected,” he said. 2 officer agreed- the poultry farm  Facility, Infrastructure, Agriculture
eral agencies but their voicesremain  caused allergic reactions. He added that the villages had should be shutdown however, to and Plantation Committee chair-
unheard. Villager Mazeli MdDesa who been mocked and unkind omdisbeﬁetanpmemaﬂvem man Abdul Yunus Jamhari said he
Webeﬁeveallprohlqnsanhe ﬁvesomylmmawayfmmmnf names over the e veterinary department would review the matter first before
solved if all related agencies and the farms, said he had to wake up "Somethmgneedstabedone,our agnh-smnnddescﬁbedd_\e}deaof mahngmymnmm!s.
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WHEN Nanticha “Lynn”
Ocharoenchai organised
Thailand’s first climate strike in
March, more than half of the 50
people who showed up at the
rally in Bangkok were students at
international schools and expatri-
ates.

The same day, Ralyn “Lilly”
Satidtanasarn, then aged 11, and
a group of fellow pupils submit-
ted an open letter to the prime
minister, calling for urgent action
on climate change.

“The fact that Lilly and I can do
this draws a lot from being in
international schools,” said
21-year-old Lynn.

There they received classes on
the environment, whereas most
Thai state schools do not teach
the subject, Lynn noted in an
interview a week after graduating
from Chulalongkorn University.

The young pair are often said
to be Thailand’s version of Greta

Youthful tide
of change

awareness.

directly experiencing the growing
effects of climate change, Lynn
said some Asian social norms
made it hard for her tg achieve
her aims.

. “In Asia, we have a culture of
seniority, and young people aren’t _
supposed to speak up for them-
selves and are not supposed to
speak against adults,” she told the
Th 3

Thunberg, the ge Swedish
activist who has inspired other
children worldwide to skip school
and demonstrate in the streets
about the need to halt global
warming and its impacts.

Lynn’s mission is to boost
awareness among the Thai public
about climate change in a country
that is witnessing warmer tem-
peratures, sea-level rise, floods
and droughts.

Its capital Bangkok, built on the
flood-plains of the Chao Phraya
River, is expected to be among
the urban areas hit hardest as the
climate heats up.

Nearly 40% of Bangkok may be
inundated each year as soon as
2030 due to more extreme rain-
fall, according to the World Bank.

But while many Thais are

1 Reuters F ion in a
Bangkok coffee shnp
Lynn’s interest in climate -
change was sparked through

writing articles on the environ-
ment as a journalism intern.

In March, she read about
Thunberg, which prompted her to
create a Facebook event for a cli-
mate strike in Bangkok.

“I could truly relate to her frus-
tration and depression, and just
feelings of hopelessness,” said
Lynn.

“For years I cried in my bed-
room, and I'm sad and I'm just
like, no one’s going to do anything
about it. But I figured if Greta can
do it ... I can probably do some-
thing too,” she said.

Since she set up the Facebook
page “Climate Strike Thailand”, it
has attracted almost 5,000 follow-
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Young demonstrators taking part in the Global Climate Strike protest in Bangkok in September. — Photos: AFP

~ “Initially I had no idea about
Thai social media and how to deal

with Thai culture and Thai people

and changing their mindset, but
since March I've learned so much,”
she said.

Tara Buakamsri, Thailand direc-
tor for Greenpeace South-East Asia,
said young people in provinces
outside Bangkok have long cam- -
paigned on environmental issues
affecting their home towns, such as
oppusmg gold mines or coal-power

But t.hete has been no network-
ing platform to link them with
groups in the capital, and Climate
Strike Thailand has yet to spread

A young activist participating in the Global
Climate Strike. Youngsters in Bangkok are start-
ing to speak up on issues that affect them, such
as climate change

beyond middle-class and interna-
tional school students, he added.

“While the recent climate strikes
are connected to climate change
issues (at) the international level,
they have yet to connect on the
local level,” said Buakamsri.

Since the first March strike, Lynn

" has led two more in May and

September. For the third, about 200
young people marched to the
Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environment, demanding that the
government declare a climate
emergency and shift to 100%
renewable energy by 2040.

In 2015, Thailand signed the
Paris climate agreement and
pledged to reduce its greenhouse
gas emissions by 20-25% by 2030,
compared with 2005 levels.

But new coal-fired power plants
have since been promoted both in

Thailand and neighbouring coun-
tries, which activists say contra-
dicts climate change goals.

“These climate strikes are by no
means methods to solve the prob-
lem,” said Lynn.

“It’s just the beginning where
you acknowledge the problem.” -

Lilly, meanwhile, now 12, has
been meeting with business folks
and the government, urging them
to care more about the environ-
ment.

Her persistence over the last two
years has paid off, and she is wide-
ly credited for a pledge by more
than 40 national retailers to ban
plastic bags by next year.

“I see no progress made by the
government,” she told journalists
recently. “I only see progress made
by Lynn and me.” - Thomson
Reuters Foundation




